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Family & Child Welfare

Equal Access to Virginia's Courts

SB 1032, a bill that would make the application process for civil court fee waiver requests simpler for all low-income civil litigants

while easing administrative burden on the courts, passed the Senate. This bill is important as recent changes to Virginia’s fee

waiver statute have, despite best intentions, resulted in unequal access to Virginia’s courts for low-income people seeking civil

justice.

Improving Representation for Children in Courts

HB 137 passed unanimously in the House. This bill would require guardians

ad litem (GALs) for children—lawyers charged with determining and arguing

to the court a child's best interests—to meet in person with the child they are

representing. When GALs certify to the court they have met with the child,

they will receive the same (higher) rate of pay they receive for work performed

in court. The bill will improve the quality of representation for children and

comes after many young adults from foster care expressed that their GALs

rarely met with them or advocated for them.

Protective Orders

Domestic and Sexual Violence

All of these bills passed unanimously from their respective houses:

HB 1004 and SB 479 extend the Class 6 felony charge for possessing firearms beyond respondents of two-year Family Abuse

Protective Orders (POs) to respondents of two-year General District Court POs. These bills also provide a mechanism whereby

respondents in both the two-year Family Abuse and General District Court POs must surrender their firearms to a non-

prohibited party and certify in writing to the court that they have done so or risk incurring a Class 1 misdemeanor.

The Center for

FAMILY ADVOCACY
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SB 144 allows for a Circuit Court judge at the criminal trial or sentencing of a convicted violent felon to issue a longer-than-

two-year PO for that convicted felon's victim. Victims of violent felonies should not have to return every two years to have to

face their abuser in court to request yet another extension of their two-year PO.

SB 408  ensures that a law that went into effect in 2019 to expedite PO appeals also includes notice of the hearing to the non-

appealing party. As most PO appeals are filed by abusers to eliminate the PO issued against them, it may be a life and death

matter for the victim to get notice that their PO has been appealed.

HB 880 would allow petitioners to dissolve preliminary protective orders and full, two-year protective orders quickly and

efficiently.

HB 1182 includes a temporary spousal support check box on the full, two-year, Family Abuse PO form and another provision

triggering the PO judge to award financial relief (i.e., “Any financial or other relief necessary for the protection or well-being of

the petitioner […]”).
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Healthcare

Ending Surprise Medical Billing

HB 1251 and SB 172 both passed in their respective chambers. These bills protect consumers from surprise medical bills, or

balance bills, which refer to when insured patients who go to the hospital for an emergency or scheduled procedure end up

with a surprise bill from an out-of-network provider.

Public Benefits
Repealing the Drug Felon Ban for SNAP and TANF Recipients

Both the House and Senate passed bills repealing the drug felon ban for SNAP/TANF recipients, HB 566 and SB 124. These

bills will repeal a rule that hurts returning citizens who need public benefits at a critical time in their life.

The Center for

HEALTHY COMMUNITIES

Addressing Hunger in Schools and Communities

HB 1509, a bill that would expand access to grocery stores, small food retailers, and innovative food retail projects (such as meal

delivery services) in underserved communities, passed in the House.

HB 695, a bill that would prohibit school board employees from requiring a student who cannot pay for a meal at

school or who owes a school meal debt to throw away or discard a meal after it has been served to him, passed in the House.

State-based ACA Marketplace for Private Health Insurance

HB 1428 and SB 732, which both passed, create a state-based ACA marketplace for private health insurance. VPLC is still

working on amendments with the Administration to improve viability, efficiency, and consumer protections.

Opposing Expansion of Association Health Plans

VPLC opposes SB 861, SB 235, and HB 795, which all passed and will undermine the ACA marketplace and consumer

protections and pose risk to consumers who need comprehensive health coverage.

Restricting Short Term Limited Duration Health Plans

SB 404 and HB 1037, which place restrictions on Short Term Limited Duration Health Plans, passed in their respective chambers.

Expanding Access to MediGAP Plans to Those Under Age 65

SB 250, which passed in the Senate, requires insurances companies that sell MediGAP plans to beneficiaries over age 65 to

also offer such plans to beneficiaries under age 65.

Protecting Consumers Regarding Medical Debt

HB 1226, which passed in the House, prohibits UVA and VCU hospitals from suing people or using state set-off laws to collect

medical debt unless they have undertaken all reasonable efforts to determine whether an individual is eligible for Medicaid

or other assistance under the hospital’s financial assistance policy.

TANF Increases in Senate and House Budgets

Both the House and the Senate have proposed increasing the monthly TANF amount. The Senate has exceeded the 18% increase

we initially asked for, proposing a 20% increase.

Budget Updates

Elimination of the 40-quarter rule that restricts Medicaid for legal immigrants was adopted in both the Senate and House

budgets.

Adult dental coverage for those with Medicaid was adopted in the Senate budget.

Maternal health initiatives for those on Medicaid was adopted in both budgets.

Funding for the Governor's reinsurance program to reduce marketplace premiums was taken out of the Senate budget.
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Consumer
Predatory Lending Reform

Both the House and Senate version of the Virginia Fairness in Lending Act, HB 789 and SB 421, passed in their respective

chambers and will cross over to the other chamber for consideration. This reform will take at least $100 million excess profits

away from predatory lenders and put it back into the pockets of Virginians.

The Center for

ECONOMIC JUSTICE

Housing

Source of Income Protection in Virginia Fair Housing Law

HB 6, which adds source of income as a protected class in the Virginia Fair Housing Law, passed in the House.

Capping Late Fees on Rent

HB 1420, which sets a cap on the amount of late fees a landlord can charge a tenant to no more than lesser of ten percent of

the periodic rent or 10 percent of the remaining balance due and owed by the tenant, passed in the House.

Protecting Public Housing Communities

HB 921 and SB 708 will require public housing authorities to give each resident of a community nine months' written notice

of the PHA's intent to sell, demolish or otherwise dispose of the community. SB 708 passed in the Senate, while HB 921, which

was amended in committee to require twelve months' written notice to residents, passed in the House.

Protecting Mobile Home Park Residents

Providing Residential Tenants with Access to Resources When Evicted

HB 519 and SB 115 require a termination notice sent by a private landlord to a tenant who receives a housing subsidy to

contain the statewide legal aid telephone number and the statewide legal aid website in order to be valid. These bills have

passed their respective chambers of origin and will be crossing over to the other chamber.

HB 1249 updates the Manufactured Home Lot Rental Act to require manufactured home park owners to give the Virginia

Department of Housing and Community Development and every resident advanced written notice of an intent to sell the

park, allows a tenant who has been evicted but who owns their home to rent the home upon eviction, and makes the right of

redemption available to mobile home park residents. This bill passed the House.

HB 334, which requires mobile home park owners who are selling the park to a buyer who will close the park to pay $2,500

($3,500 in NOVA) to residents to help defray the cost of moving their home, passed in the House.

Creating a "Tenant's Rights and Responsibilities" Summary

SB 707 and HB 393 require DHCD to create a "Tenant's Rights and Responsibilities" summary after consulting with a

stakeholder group and post the summary on their website. It also requires landlords to provide every tenant with a copy of

this summary and prohibits landlords from filing court actions to enforce the lease until they have provided the tenant with

the summary. SB 707  passed in the Senate, and HB 393 passed in the House.

Expunging Dismissed Unlawful Eviction Cases

SB 640, which allows tenants to petition the court for an expungement of unlawful eviction cases filed against them where

the case was either nonsuited or dismissed, passed in the Senate.

Student Loan Servicing Reform

SB 77 and HB 10 both passed in their respective chambers. These bills  establish a student loan borrower bill of rights that will

require student loan servicers to obtain licenses and properly apply payments to loan balances, give borrowers accurate

information, and report accurate information to credit bureaus.

Protecting Consumers Against Wrongful Foreclosure

VPLC opposes two bills that passed in their respective chambers: SB 253 and HB 1391. These bills would remove the fiduciary

duties of the foreclosing trustee—one of the few protections Virginia homeowners currently have against wrongful

foreclosure.


